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Grant Policy - Application Criteria & Guidelines 

These are the recommendations from the Treasurer’s Report to the 2018 AGM of the FMCBC: 

The Executive Director should update the Board of Directors on the process, 
status and results of any grant applications done in 2017-2018.  Going forward, 
a process on grant application should be put in place.  Any grant application 
should be going through a formal review.  The review could be either through 
the executives or a grant committee. 

To address the first point, all grants that have been approved from 2012-2018 have always been 
listed and posted here:  https://mountainclubs.org/programs/member-club-grant/ 
 
In order to address the process question it’s important to understand the history and facets of 
the Grants Program.  The grants to clubs’ program began in 2012 and, according to subsequent 
annual reports and minutes, the intent was that, “all donations will continue to go towards the 
FMCBC Member Club Grants.” 

Donations to FMCBC  

The FMCBC Grants Program is primarily funded through donations the society receives between 
April 1st of the previous year and March 31st of the next and go towards the current year’s Grants 
Program.   These donations are mainly generated by the return of eligible expenses claimed by 
FMCBC members and donations made directly to the FMCBC.  In addition, the FMCBC may choose 
to contribute an amount to augment the program fund, which has been designated in the 
FMCBC’s financial statements as “Club Projects”. 
 
While it is generally the policy of the FMCBC to direct all donations to the Grants Program, if an 
individual or organisation wishes to donate for a specific purpose these should be received, 
contribution conditions acknowledged by the Board, and the Grants Committee advised.  
Unspecified donations > $1,000 should be reviewed by the Board for inclusion in the Program.  
 

FMCBC Member Club Grant Committee - Timelines and Responsibilities 

Although an impartial ad hoc Grants Committee has been routinely struck to adjudicate on 
appropriate projects and funds there have only been loose guidelines.  Therefore, we are seeking 
to improve the grant application process to benefit all parties by also confirming the following: 

• Staff will assist the Grants Committee with coordination and communications 

• In March the Grants Committee is struck and may consist of Board members and/or Club 
representatives 

• Application forms will be distributed to clubs on April 1st via the groups.io, posted to the 
FMCBC’s website and Club Handbook 

• Any committee member whose club is a grant candidate will recuse themselves from any 
discussion and adjudication of that application  

• All applications and list of criteria will be circulated to Grants Committee for approval 
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• Applications will be circulated to committee members by May 3rd 

• Committee members will review submitted applications by end of the second week of 
May 

• Via email, committee members will develop a list of questions/points of clarification (if 
any) to complete the review of the applications 

• Questions requiring clarification will be sent to the applicant by the third week of May, 
with a seven-day turnaround for answers 

• By the third week of May, to the first week of June, a teleconference will be scheduled to 
discuss the applications and determine awards 

• Awards will be announced at the Annual General Meeting by Committee Chair or member 

General evaluation criteria and conditions 

• All FMCBC Member Clubs in good standing are eligible to apply for, and receive, grants 

• One application per club per year 

• $2,000 maximum 

• Deadline for application receipt is midnight April 30th  

• Applications with ‘arms length’ letters of support are favoured 

• Applications that access additional sources of funding and support are preferred 

• Community based and supported projects are particularly worthwhile funding candidates 

• Proof of agency and local government support and approvals as necessary, may be 
required 

• Tools acquisition applications should to be tied to a specific project with the ability to be 
used on future projects 

• Applicants should show how potential conflicts with users have been addressed 

• Actual projects should be favoured over funding for purchase of equipment or supplies 

• All projects should provide the FMCBC recognition in some way such as signage, plaques, 
news coverage, etc. 

• FMCBC should be mentioned in club literature and on their website  

• Wherever clubs acknowledge support the FMCBC would like to be recognised relative to 
the total project budget 

• Incomplete applications may be grounds for rejection 

• Grant report from previous year awards must have been submitted 

• Partial awards may be provided depending on the number of applications and funds 
available, in consultation with the applicants as possible 

• Any remaining grants funds will be held over for the following year 

• Club will complete and submit a short report at project’s conclusion  
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